Executive Summary

e This study received approval from the Rice University Institutional Review Board (IRB-
FY2024-253).

e The student survey was conducted by the Office of Institutional Effectiveness at Rice
University with Elaine Howard Ecklund as PI and Kerby Goff as co-PI. The survey was sent
to all students on March 11 and remained open from March 11 - 29, 2024. Invitations to the
survey included several follow up reminders.

e The survey was completed by 2,089 (1,118 undergrads and 971 graduate students) of
8,333 undergraduate and graduate students, achieving a 25% response rate.

¢ [Initial findings reveal the Rice student body is both more religiously diverse than the
general U.S. population and has a larger proportion of both religious minority and non-
religious students. This feature is especially important in Texas, which has an even larger
proportion of Christians compared to the general population. Rice thus stands out for its
religious diversity and non-religious composition, influenced, in part, by its international
population.

e Overall, compared to the general U.S. population, students at Rice perceive much less bias
against Jews and Muslims in society.

e And yet, one in three undergrads and one in five graduate students report some kind of
religious discrimination.

e Over one quarter of Muslim, Jewish, and other religious tradition undergraduates say that
Rice does not provide adequate facilities for their religious and spiritual needs.

e Over half of Rice students said that they were unaware, undecided, or neutral about Rice’s
attempts to facilitate dialogue on the crisis in Gaza and Israel.

e Also, over one third of students were undecided about whether Rice should have made a
statement about the crisis in Gaza and Israel; nearly half of students thought Rice’s
response struck a neutral balance, but a significant percentage of students thought that
Rice favored Israel.

e The student body is equally split about whether it is important to take a side in the current
crisis in Gaza and Israel. There is evidence of greater sympathy for the Palestinians,
particularly among the Rice undergraduate population.

e Students provided several suggestions for improving religious accommodation and
tolerance at Rice:

Expanding the Muslim prayer room and providing a Wudu station nearby.

Sponsoring arequired religious literacy seminar for first year students, or during O-week,
about religious understanding and tolerance, including non-religious perspectives.
Expanding Halal and Kosher food options.

Better accommodation of religious and cultural holidays (students mentioned Ramadan,

several Jewish holidays, Lunar New Year, and several Catholic and Orthodox Christian
holidays).
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