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The Wall Street Journal/
Times Higher Education Ranking of U.S. Colleges

The Wall Street Journal/Times Higher Education College
Rankings are based on 15 key indicators that assess col-
leges in four areas: Outcomes, Resources, Engagement and
Environment. Outcomes comprise 40% of the weighting and
measure things like the salary graduates earn and the debt bur-
den they take on. Resources, with a 30% weighting, is mainly a
proxy for the spending schools put into instruction and academic
services. Engagement, drawn mostly from a student survey and

with a 20% weight, examines views on things like teaching and
interactions with faculty and other students. Environment, at
10%, assesses the diversity of the university community. Among
a dozen questions, the survey asked students if they felt they
made the right choice in picking their college; those results are
listed in our table with a score of 0-10, with 10 representing the
strongest agreement. The Salary column in our table is earn-
ings 10 years after entering college, while the Debt Repayment

Rate shows the percentage of people making progress on re-
paying their federal loans three years after their repayment pe-
riod begins. These salary and debt data are available only for
people who had federal loans. In our rankings, a value-added
analysis is applied to salary and debt.

The full ranking of more than 1,000 schools is online, at
WSJ.com/collegerankings. A detailed explanation of the meth-
odology is at http://on.wsj.com/college-ranking-methodology.

OVERALL

SCORE RIGHT DEBT PRIVATE

(Outofa OUTCOME ~ RESOURCES ENGAGEMENT ENVIRONMENT  CHOICE REPAYMENT OR
RANK  COLLEGE CITY / STATE possible 100)  (Out of 40) (Out of 30) (Out of 20) (Out of 10) (Out of 10) SALARY RATE PUBLIC
1 Stanford University Stanford, CA. 92.0 394 273 174 79 917 83400 95.5 Private
2 Massachusetts Institute of Technology Cambridge, MA. 913 392 293 157 71 892 90,400 97.0 Private
3 Columbia University New York, NY. 90.9 393 271 16.8 78 856 74,000 899 Private
4 University of Pennsylvania Philadelphia, PA. 90.8 39.0 272 176 69 866 78,900 959 Private
5 Yale University New Haven, CT. 904 395 268 168 73 881 70,100 949 Private
6 Harvard University Cambridge, MA. 90.3 384 299 152 6.8 846 91,300 853 Private
7 Duke University Durham, NC. 90.0 393 268 17.2 6.7 870 76,700 96.6 Private
8 Princeton University Princeton, NJ. 89.6 394 283 152 6.7 8.65 76,500 939 Private
9 Cornell University Ithaca, NY. 89.1 382 271 173 6.5 876 71,500 96.2 Private
10 California Institute of Technology Pasadena, CA. 89.0 392 294 141 64 837 75,900 96.4 Private
1 Johns Hopkins University Baltimore, MD. 88.7 387 26.6 16.2 71 821 67,500 945 Private
1 Washington University in St Louis Saint Louis, MO. 88.7 386 264 175 6.1 874 62,500 94.0 Private
13 University of Chicago Chicago, IL. 884 391 270 153 69 8.03 63,400 945 Private
13 Northwestern University Evanston, IL. 884 378 273 171 6.3 832 64,200 954 Private
15 University of Southern California Los Angeles, CA. 883 380 258 16.7 78 803 66,900 945 Private
16 Dartmouth College Hanover, NH. 88.1 386 26.7 16.8 6.0 895 67,400 964 Private
17 Emory University Atlanta, GA. 879 377 261 165 76 835 59,200 932 Private
18 Rice University Houston, TX. 87.2 36.1 274 16.7 70 856 62,200 96.5 Private
19 Carnegie Mellon University Pittsburgh, PA. 871 370 259 172 7.0 821 74,100 973 Private
20 Brown University Providence, RI. 87.0 357 271 173 69 872 59,700 95.7 Private
21 Vanderbilt University Nashville, TN. 86.7 3838 256 172 50 892 60,800 937 Private
22 Williams College Williamstown, MA. 845 377 246 157 6.6 829 56,100 96.5 Private
23 Ambherst College Ambherst, MA. 841 372 243 152 74 777 56,500 936 Private
24 University of Michigan-Ann Arbor Ann Arbor, M. 838 382 222 174 6.0 858 57,600 929 Public
25 University of Notre Dame Notre Dame, IN. 83.6 370 249 174 43 9.07 69,700 979 Private
26 University of California, Los Angeles Los Angeles, CA. 819 365 20.0 165 89 849 59,400 909 Public
27 Tufts University Medford, MA. 817 331 264 163 59 781 66,400 963 Private
28 Pomona College Claremont, CA. 815 325 250 164 76 857 52,000 941 Private
29 Georgetown University Washington, DC. 813 357 236 159, 6.1 840 83,600 95.6 Private
30 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Chapel Hill, NC. 811 373 217 169 53 9.01 50,700 95.0 Public
30 Wellesley College Wellesley, MA. 811 329 244 16.5 72 838 56,600 95.6 Private
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